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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires dental hygienists graduate from a dental hygiene 
program accredited by the American Dental Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation 
(CODA).  Authorizes a dental hygienist to provide preventative, educational, and therapeutic 
services for general and specialty dental practices, programs for research, professional 
education, community health programs, hospitals and institutions, federal programs, and armed 
services as well as pilot programs approved by the Department of Health or the Board of 
Dentistry. 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Expenditures – Not Significant/Board of Dentistry                
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• Dental hygienists are currently required to graduate from a program accredited by 
CODA pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 63-5-114. 

• The authorized scope of practice for dental hygienists included within the provisions of 
the bill are currently considered to be the practice of dental hygiene. 

• There will not be any significant changes to the current rules of practice.  Any cost to the 
Board of Dentistry will not be significant and can be accommodated within its existing 
resources.   

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 4-3-1011, all health-related boards are required to be 
self-supporting over a two-year period.  As of June 30, 2008, the Board had a balance of 
$108,709.53.  The Board’s FY08-09 balance is not yet available. 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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